


Dear Kim:

On behalf of the Lane County Farmers Market, I am thrilled to offer this letter of support for

Bohemia Food Hub’s grant application “Increasing Opportunities in Central Oregon for Processing,

Storage, and Aggregation through Food Hub Expansion” to the Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure

Program. We are the largest farmers market in Eugene, Oregon, and provide locally grown foods from

over 100 farmers and food artisans. Our markets run 11 months of the year, and all items are grown or

produced in Oregon.

We are proud partners with Bohemia Food Hub and are committed to continually referring

producers. We recently collaborated on our USDA grant titled “Increasing Accessibility, Reducing

On-Farm Waste, and Expanding Sales Opportunities for Lane County Farmers” to subsidize vendor’s time

spent processing at Bohemia Food Hub. This collaboration jumpstarts local growers and producers into

value-added production so they may sell their products beyond the market. We have placed two clients

with the Bohemia Food Hub so far, and with their help our vendor’s licensed products will be entering a

mid-tier value chain of local stores, co-ops, outlets, and restaurants. In connection with our grant, these

businesses will be offered a purchasing incentive to acquire these newly-licensed products. This would

not be possible without a facility like the Bohemia Food Hub.

As an entity deeply committed to local food and the local food system, it is clear this project will

greatly expand the aggregation and processing capacity for small and mid-size farmers in Oregon. We are

excited to continue working with Bohemia Food Hub by referring potential vendors and providing other

support as needed.

Sincerely,

Sonya Brown (she/her)

Program Coordinator

Lane County Farmers Market

sonya@lanecountyfarmersmarket.org

mailto:sonya@lanecountyfarmersmarket.org


Kim Johnson

Bohemia FoodHub

106 S 10th St.

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Dear Kim:

On behalf ofWildfire Elixirs, I am honored to offer this letter of support for Bohemia FoodHub

regarding your RFSI grant application titled “Increasing Opportunities in Central Oregon for
Processing, Storage, and Aggregation through Food Hub Expansion”. We're a small woman-owned and

operated business specializing in fire tonics. Ourmission is to bring health and vitality to our

community and beyond through plant medicine.We believe healing can come from the green

earth around us and its array of medicinal botany serves as a gentle reminder that everything we

need is provided by nature.

Wildfire Elixirs is a mid-scale local producer who have been tenants of Bohemia FoodHub for five

years. Due to the growth of our business at Bohemia FoodHub up to this point, we have outgrown

the existing storage capabilities currently offered.Wewould directly benefit from the palletized

storage and freight shipping options that would become available with the dedicated storage

facility upgrade.

This grant funding will allow our business to continue to grow at the scale we have come to expect

from our years working with Bohemia FoodHub.We are so grateful for your ability to see a need

and fill it for the sake of your tenants.We know that every grant dollar will be put to good use and

feed directly back into the community of small producers and budding entrepreneurs. For these

reasons, it’s imperative that ODA andUSDA decide to fund this project.

With Gratitude,

Annie Fisher

Owner,Wildfire Elixers

www.wildfireelixirs.com



Kim Johnson

Bohemia FoodHub

106 S 10th St.

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Dear Kim:

On behalf of Lane County Bounty, I am thrilled to offer this letter of support for Bohemia FoodHub regarding

your grant application titled “Increasing Opportunities in Central Oregon for Processing, Storage, and Aggregation
through Food Hub Expansion” for the RSFI Program.We deliver fresh, organic, farmer’s market quality groceries in

Eugene and Springfield, including value-added products frommultiple tenants of Bohemia FoodHub. From 2020

to 2023, LCBmade over 14,000 deliveries and purchased nearly $350,000 of local food from over 60 small

businesses. Our business also has a kitchen production component and has utilized Bohemia FoodHub’s kitchen

for value-added processing of local food.

As a local producer, buyer, and distributor, we haveworked closely with the Bohemia FoodHub team on their

farm-to-school program. This program increases access of local, fresh produce and food products into local school

districts by partnering closely with Bohemia FoodHub and their network of farmers and food producers. In

addition to greatly reducing the distance food is traveling to reach our local schools, it also has increased the

volume of quality, nourishing foods being sourced by school kitchens and feeding the developingminds of

children in the area.

Expansion of Bohemia FoodHub’s storage facility will directly impact our organization by increasing the amount

of foodwe are able to pick up, store, and deliver to local school districts. This will be possible because of the

upgrade not only in storage space available but also the upgrades to palletized storage systems and accessible

freight pick up and drop off.We believe funding for this programwill allow the expansion of Bohemia FoodHub’s

farm-to-institution network as a whole and further strengthen our partnership and ability to bring farm fresh

quality food to people who really need it. For these reasons wewould urge this grant to be awarded.

Sincerely,

Shelley Schuler

Founder / Farmer, Lane County Bounty

909 East BeaconDrive, EugeneOR 97404

info@lanecountybounty.com

(541) 337-7528



 
 

 LANE COUNTY Community & Economic Development Division  
125 East Eighth Avenue, Eugene, OR    

 
 
February 23, 2024 
 
Gabrielle Ugalde, Specialty Crop Block Grant Program Coordinator 
Oregon Department of Agriculture 
635 Capitol St NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
  
Re: Support for Bohemia Food Hub’s Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Application 
 
Dear Ms. Ugalde, 
 
On behalf of Lane County Community and Economic Development, I am thrilled to offer this 
letter of support for Bohemia Food Hub regarding their grant application titled “Increasing 
Opportunities in Central Oregon for Processing, Storage, and Aggregation through Food Hub 
Expansion” to Oregon’s Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program. As a regional convener, 
catalyst, and connector, the Community and Economic Development program exists to create 
and support equitable and sustainable economic opportunity across Lane County. 
 
We have been a partner, funder and member of Bohemia Food Hub’s Advisory Committee since 
2017 and believe Bohemia Food Hub is proactively transforming the local economy into 
something of higher value to the community and its residents. In line with the County’s Strategic 
Plan, we seek to expand and retain local businesses, especially those with strong economic 
impact. This grant funding will allow Bohemia Food Hub to continue its growth by constructing 
much-needed infrastructure. We believe this will support local businesses, secure local jobs, and 
have a much broader, positive economic impact to our county via the Food Hub’s impact on 
local farms and food businesses. 
 
The food and beverage sector has long been an area of focus for Lane County Community and 
Economic Development as an impact industry. It is critical that we support impact industries, 
which typically pay higher than Lane County average wages, are resilient to economic 
fluctuations, provide full family benefits to employees, complement existing sectors, and 
contribute to sustainable job growth in the region. For all these reasons and more, we urge ODA 
and USDA to fund this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Jenna Cusimano 
Interim Manager, Community & Economic Development 
(541) 682-3747 
Jenna.Cusimano@lanecountyor.gov 
 



Kim Johnson
Bohemia Food Hub
106 S 10th St.
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Dear Kim:

On behalf of the Oregon Food Hub Network, I am thrilled to offer this letter of support for
Bohemia Food Hub regarding your grant application titled “Increasing Opportunities in Central
Oregon for Processing, Storage, and Aggregation through Food Hub Expansion” to the Resilient
Food Systems Infrastructure Program. The Oregon Food Hub Network is a project of the
Oregon Community Food Systems Network. It is a peer learning community of local food hub
projects around the state. These projects include nonprofit organizations, farmers, ranchers,
and fishermen, small food businesses, rural economic development agencies, and others. The
network began convening in February 2019 and includes both established and developing hub
projects.The Oregon Community Food Systems Network is a collaboration of nonprofit
organizations and allies dedicated to strengthening local and regional food systems to deliver
better economic, social, health, and environmental outcomes across the state.

The Oregon Food Hub Network is committed to growing and strengthening Oregon food supply
chains. We can attest that the state of Oregon is in need of additional regional scale cold and
dry storage space, as well as the ability for cross-docking partnerships in the middle of the state
to assist in cross-state shipping of food.

An investment in Bohemia Food Hub to expand cold and dry stage capabilities will allow them
the infrastructure needed to develop a cross-docking program and revolutionize opportunities
for Oregon farmers to move their food goods across the state. Because Cottage Grove, Oregon
is centrally located within the state between major urban areas, this is an excellent location for
efficient transport of both shelf-stable and perishable goods moving from one side of the state to
the other. We are eager to see the completion of this project as it will positively impact so many
local producers and urge the RFSI program to provide the requested funding.

Sincerely,

Sydney DeLuna
Oregon Food Hub Network Coordinator, Oregon Community Food Systems Network
P.O. Box 82402 Portland, OR 97282
sdeuna@luna-bird.com





Located at 7th & Main St. Cottage Grove
PO Box 178 Dorena, OR

Manager@southvalleyfarmersmarket.org

Kim Johnson
Bohemia Food Hub
106 S 10th St.
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Dear Kim:

On behalf of the South Valley Farmers Market, I am thrilled to offer this letter of support for
Bohemia Food Hub’s grant application “Increasing Opportunities in Central Oregon for
Processing, Storage, and Aggregation through Food Hub Expansion” to the Resilient Food
Systems Infrastructure Program. We are a local farmers market offering the southern Willamette
Valley access to farm fresh produce and artisan goods, directly from the farmers and producers,
in Downtown Cottage Grove, Oregon.

We believe strongly in the need for support for our local food system, particularly in more
opportunities for our local producers. We previously worked with Bohemia Food Hub on the
South Valley Food Producer Survey and partnered on their Healthy Food Finance Initiative
submission. We are committed to continuing that partnership by referring producers to Bohemia
Food Hub.

This grant funding will support producers by strengthening their diversified income streams and
providing a larger connection to the food system as a whole. We look forward to working with
Bohemia Food Hub, connecting producers to the project, and participating in ways as yet
undefined.

Sincerely,

Tassia Fahsbender
Manager, South Valley Farmers Market
manager@southvalleyfarmersmarket.org






